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The story behind this copybook

Since childhood, I (Israel Ben-Sinai) have been fond of
writing utensils. Usually I was not content with one unit of
each model but wanted to have several specimen of the same
instrument. That is how I came to collect a huge amount of
fountain pens, ballpoints, roller pens, lead and color pencils,
pens that have two- or more color options, felt pens etc.

My main interest was for writing utensils made in Palestine
(Israel under the British Mandate). The most important
items were "Katab" fountain pens. More details on these
pens can be found on my web site www.ben-sinai.com.

During my search for pens I encountered various objects
connected to writing, pupils and writing desks. In the
course of 15 years I collected about 1000 items. Sometimes
I found an object belonging to the subject but still new.

I had one guiding line: all object must be made in Israel
(Palestine).:

The items used for making this copybook included
telephones, typewriters (bi-lingual), drawing instruments,
rulers and triangles, small blackboards for children,
perforators for filing, stapling instruments with various
staples, pencil boxes, abacuses, copybooks, writing pads and
more.

My hunting grounds were the flea market in old Jaffa,
garage sales at the Dizengof Circle and private people.

Not getting any younger I started wondering how to deal
with the collection without having to pass the burden to
our children. I approached my friend Dr. Haim Grossman
who is a researcher of Israeli culture. He suggested
selecting choice items from the collection and preparing

a photographed booklet for distribution. Aided by Hagi
Marom and Tammy Talisman, the booklet in the form of a
copybook was published.

I gave away all above mentioned items. I keep the pens that
were made in Israel and look back with satisfaction at the
pleasure I received from putting together my collection
during many years.
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